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Holy Week & Easter  
with Old South Church 

Palm Sunday Services, April 17th 
9:00 am First Worship & 11:00 am Festival Worship 

Mark Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem and the start of  
Holy Week with a grand procession and the waving of palms. Both services 

will also feature a Blessing of the Athletes (see page 2). 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 21st 
6:00 & 8:00 pm Services of Tenebrae (Shadows) 

Commemorate the events of the Last Supper in a service of lessons and 
hymns, accompanied by the encroaching darkness. 

 

Good Friday Services, April 22nd 
12 noon and 6:00 pm 

A service of gentle song, prayer, silence and scripture on the  
most somber day of the Christian calendar. 

 

Stations of the City Walk, April 22nd, 3:15 pm  
A solemn procession through the Back Bay with pauses for scripture,  

silence, and prayers. Meets on the front steps of  
Trinity Church, Copley Square. 

Easter Sunday Festival Worship, April 24th 
Identical Easter Services at 9:00 & 11:00 am � Preludes begin 25 minutes before worship time 

The triumph of the Christian story of resurrection informs a service of worship that is characterized by thunderous 
celebration. Trumpet and organ, voice and timpani combine to bring us to the tomb, to peer inside, discover it is 
empty and give God wild thanksgiving for the gift of everlasting life. Both services will feature congregational 
singing of the “Hallelujah Chorus” as well as an ASL Interpreter. Pastries will be served between services at 10 am. 
Childcare is available. 
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WORSHIP 
JAZZ Worship: Thursdays at 6 pm   eclectic & bathed in candlelight 

The familiar Gordon Chapel becomes as mysterious and beckoning as the Gothic cathedrals it emulates, and the old story of 
our faith is made new through intimate, eclectic, full-body worship. The Willie Sordillo Trio, Associate Minister Quinn 
Caldwell, and the Holy Spirit are your guides as you move through a rhythm of music, silence, and spoken word that will 
freshen the faith of longtime Christians and invite new ones to deeper discipleship. 

FIRST Worship: Sundays at 9 am   informal & vibrant 

Scripture, song, communion, inspirational preaching, reflective prayer, and a pick-up choir that will lift your spirit—if that 
sounds like your cup of tea, come join us in the intimacy and Gothic beauty of Gordon Chapel. Childcare is available! 

FESTIVAL Worship: Sundays at 11 am   Our “signature service,” grand & expressive 

HEALING Worship: Sunday, April 10th at 10 am in the Children’s Chapel 

All are welcome to this time of prayer and reflection as we “practice the presence of God” and seek healing and hope. 
 

Festival Worship, Sundays at 11 am in the Sanctuary 

April 3rd  Fourth Sunday of Lent      Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching 
  ASL Interpreter 

April 10th  Fifth Sunday of Lent           Associate Minister Quinn G. Caldwell preaching 
  New Members Welcomed 

April 17th  Palm and Marathon Sunday       Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching 
  ASL Interpreter � Blessing of the Athletes 

April 24th  Easter Sunday        Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching 
  ASL Interpreter � Preludes begin 25 minutes before worship time � Old South Choir with 

 organ, brass, and percussion � Congregational singing of the “Hallelujah Chorus” 

Easter Flowers   Deadline Sunday, April 17th 
Contributions in honor or memory of loved ones and special events are being accepted for the display of tulips 
and lilies on the chancel for Easter Sunday. The cost is $15. Cards are available at the Front Desk and may be 
returned to the attention of Helen McCrady. Or visit www.oldsouth.org/online-giving. 

Blessing of the Athletes   Sunday, April 17th during 9 am and 11 am worship 

On the Sunday before the Boston Marathon, Palm Sunday, Old South Church’s First and Festival Worship 
celebrations will include a “Blessing of the Athletes,” a traditional act of blessing in which we ask that the athletes 
be kept safe from harm or injury, exercise respect for each other, and find the stamina to endure the competition. 
All athletes are welcome. 

Blessing of the Animals   Saturday, May 7th at 10 am 

All creatures great and small—and their human companions—are invited to Old South Church’s sixth annual 
Blessing of the Animals. If you can’t bring your pet, bring a photo. Stuffed animals are also encouraged to attend! 
Animals should be well-socialized. Any animals that bite, sting or scratch should be constrained. 
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Theological Book Group   Mondays beginning April 25th at 6 pm in the Sam Johnson Room 

Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived: Millions of Christians have 
struggled with how to reconcile God’s love and God’s judgment. Author, pastor, and innovative teacher Rob Bell 
presents a deeply biblical vision for rediscovering a richer, grander, truer, and more spiritually satisfying way of 
understanding heaven, hell, God, Jesus, salvation, and repentance. The result is the discovery that the “good 
news” is much, much better than we ever imagined. 

Bible Study   Sundays at 10 am in the Sam Johnson Room 
 

Prepare to experience worship more deeply by studying and reflecting on the preaching text(s) for the day. 

SHAPING UP (SPIRITUALITY & STUDY) 

Lenten Series: Grow   Sundays, April 3rd and 10th from 9:45 - 10:45 am or 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

This Lent we continue to prepare ourselves for the mystery of Easter by reading Mudhouse Sabbath by Lauren F. 
Winner. Copies of the book are available at the Front Desk for $10 (also available on Kindle). Please RSVP by 
Thursday each week to reception@oldsouth.org. For childcare, e-mail churchschool@oldsouth.org. 

Become A Disciple: Invitation to John   Thursdays, April 28th - June 30th at 7 pm 
Over the course of ten weeks, this high-commitment Bible study will lead you through the strangest and—many 
would say—most beautiful of the Gospels. Who is the “disciple whom Jesus loved”? What is the Logos? Why is 
the Wedding at Cana only in John and not the other Gospels? What are the “I Am” sayings? And most important 
of all, how could reading this book make you believe in God? The ability to attend at least eight of ten sessions is 
required. To RSVP, contact Rory Razon at roryrazon@yahoo.com. 

Introduction to Christianity   Thursdays, May 5th - June 2nd at 7 pm 

God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, Incarnation, Salvation, Atonement, Christian Service … Introduction to 
Christianity is a five-week course that will create a grace-filled space to engage and question the beauty, depth, 
simplicity, and basics of the Christian faith. If you’re trying on Christianity for the first time, or for the last time, 
this class is for you! Topics will include: What is Christianity?, Learning from Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
St. Francis, and Desmond Tutu. The course will be facilitated by Dr. Wayne G. Boulton, a Presbyterian minister 
serving an interim assignment at Hingham Congregational Church (UCC). An associate member at Old South 
Church, Wayne lives with his wife, Vicki, in Wellesley. RSVP to ejmyer@oldsouth.org. 

Sanctuary in the City—Welcoming Women’s Lunch Place 
In keeping with Old South’s Vision for the 21st Century, we will be opening our doors to the Women’s Lunch 
Place (WLP) during the months of May through August. Women’s Lunch Place is a day-time refuge for women 
and children in need, located at Church of the Covenant. This ministry includes breakfast and lunch, medical 
attention, advocacy, and simply a safe space for these neighbors. Enthusiastically endorsed by the Operations and 
Outreach Committees and officially approved by Council, WLP will be using Mary Norton Hall and the Club 
Room from which to offer programs while their space undergoes major (and exciting) renovations.  
 

Can you help? We will be looking for Old South volunteer hosts Monday - Friday to help with traffic flow and 
ensure a warm welcome to everyone coming into the building as the WLP program settles into its temporary 
quarters. If interested, contact Lucy Costa at lucygarnet@aol.com or Helen McCrady at helen@oldsouth.org. 
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MEETING UP 
Small Group Ministry at Old South 
 

Potlucks, Bible studies, dinner groups, prayer groups, knitting groups, choirs, mothers’ groups, LGBT groups—it may sound 
audacious but small group gatherings at Old South Church are transforming the lives of individuals and the life of our 
beloved congregation by providing support, companionship, challenge, accountability, intimacy, and much, much more! So, 
consider yourself invited to participate in one of our ongoing groups (see the possibilities below!), or to start your own!  
For more information, contact Rev. Elizabeth Myer Boulton at ejmyer@oldsouth.org. Information on all of these groups and 
more can be found at www.oldsouth.org. 

North of Boston Potluck   Friday, April 8th at 6:30 pm in Medford 

This month we will gather at the home of Karen Hawthorne in Medford. Please bring food for six people and a 
beverage. Newcomers are especially welcome. (You need not live north of Boston.) For more information or to 
RSVP, e-mail northofboston@oldsouth.org. 

South of Boston Potluck   Sunday, May 1st from 5 - 8 pm in Quincy 

Bring a dish for six and an appetite for good food, good conversation and good fun. For more information, contact 
Marilyn Jackson Adams at marilyn.jacksonadams@nemoves.com. 

Faith on Tap   Tuesday, April 19th at 6:30 pm at McGreevy’s Pub (911 Boylston St.) 

Join Faith on Tap for a relaxed chance to get to know one another and God more deeply through holy socializing 
and discussion. For April, we will explore how Holy Week exemplifies Jesus’ confrontation of empire with the 
message of a radical new kingdom, for which he was executed. Our guest presenter is Theologian in Residence 
Donald Wells. For more information, contact Alliea Groupp at aegroupp@yahoo.com. 

LGBT & Friends Luncheon   Sunday, April 10th at 12:30 pm 
We will participate in Transgender Faith Action Week by joining other faith communities around the 
Commonwealth in advocating for its passage of pending transgender equality legislation. All are welcome. For 
more information, contact Rory Razon at roryrazon@yahoo.com. 

Retired & Ready   Monday, April 4th from 11 am - 12:30 pm 

We will meet with Senior Administrator Helen McCrady on how the group can help welcome the good folks from 
the Women’s Lunch Place this summer. We will also welcome Anne Meyerson, Director, YMCA Training, Inc., 
who will describe ways the group can help. To RSVP, e-mail Charlotte Simpson at SimpsonCha@aol.com. Please 
bring $5 to offset the cost of lunch. 

West of Boston Potluck   Sunday, April 3rd at 6 pm  

The inaugural gathering of the West of Boston Potluck will meet at the home of Lisa and Peter Henderson in 
Wellesley. Bring your family and a dish to share for six. To RSVP, e-mail Wayne and Vicki Boulton at 
boultons2@yahoo.com by Saturday, April 2. Join us out West for good food and conversation!  

Caritas Dinner Group   Wednesday, April 13th at 6:30 pm in the Back Bay 

Caritas offers an opportunity to meet for a meal and fellowship in the downtown vicinity. Space is limited. For 
more information or to RSVP, e-mail Mark Schueppert at mschueppert@jri.org. 
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WELCOMING IN 

Monthly Birthdays   Sunday, April 17th during Fellowship Hour following 11 am worship 

Join members and friends for Old South’s monthly celebration of birthdays. We celebrate with candles, cake and 
song. All are invited to join in the festivities. Hosted by the Congregational Care & Support Committee. 

REACHING IN/OUT 

Sunday’s Bread   Sunday, April 24th at 12:30 pm 

Old South members volunteer monthly alongside volunteers from other churches, synagogues, and service 
groups to prepare and serve a community lunch to the hungry. We meet at the Church of St. John the Evangelist, 
35 Bowdoin Street on Beacon Hill, at 12:30 pm. Dress in comfortable clothes and shoes. We finish by 4 pm at the 
latest. Please RSVP by Wednesday, April 20. To volunteer, email sundaysbread@yahoo.com. 

One Great Hour of Sharing   Sunday, April 3rd 

This special mission offering of the United Church of Christ supports programs internationally for building 
sustainable communities, welcoming refugees and reconstructing lives following disasters. Old South will join 
churches from the UCC and seven other denominations in this special offering. Give generously to support our 
brothers and sisters across the world. To give securely online, visit www.oldsouth.org/online-giving. 

Sanctuary Spruce Up   Saturday, April 2nd from 8:30 - 11:30 am 

Roll up your sleeves for a dusting and polishing of the Sanctuary in preparation for Easter. Cleaning supplies will 
be provided, and we will partake in coffee, muffins and bagels. To volunteer, e-mail helen@oldsouth.org. 

Habitat Volunteer Day   Saturday, May 14th from 9 am - 3 pm in Roslindale 

Join other OSC members as we continue work on Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston’s recently purchased 
house in Roslindale. Old South Church was a major financial contributor to this project and is now contributing 
volunteer efforts to help with the renovations. Up to 10 volunteers can be accommodated. No construction 
experience is necessary. Volunteers must be at least 16 years old to work on the construction site. RSVP to 
reception@oldsouth.org. For more information, e-mail Diane Stokes at diane.stokes@yahoo.com. 

Palm Sunday Breakfast   Sunday, April 17th from 9:45 - 10:45 am 

Come to church early and hungry on Palm Sunday! We will gather in Mary Norton Hall and break bread 
together at our traditional breakfast which marks Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the start of Holy Week. 

New Regionally-Based Programs   Sundays beginning May 1st 
As our congregation continues to grow and as we grow into our Vision for the 21st Century, led by the 
Congregational Care and Support Committee, we have been looking at ways to make connections and build 
relationships. To that end, after Easter, we will launch an initiative to help us find and meet our neighbors. All-
new, colorful name tags will alert you to others who live near where you call home. Starting May 1st each week a 
different region will be invited to a time of fellowship on Sundays after both First and Festival Worship—
beginning with the region of J.P., Roslindale and Dorchester. We hope that you will come, learn about programs 
in your area, give us your ideas for new initiatives and meet those who live near you. 
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TAKING CARE (CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP) 

MUSIC AT OLD SOUTH 

At Old South Church, during the “wilderness” of Lent, we have been invited to a life of spiritual discipline. Some 
of us are reading Lauren Winner’s Mudhouse Sabbath as a guide on this journey. She describes a set of spiritual 
practices that can help us refine our faith and we are enjoined to explore them. Anthony Robinson, one of the 
writers of the UCC Stillspeaking Daily Devotional, describes stewardship as the “spiritual practice of an abundant 
and faith-filled life.” Did you notice that discipline and disciple come from the same root? My prayer is to be freed 
for Christian discipleship, to dare to engage in a life of spiritual discipline, and, in that spirit, to pledge to use my 
gifts wisely and share them generously. Will you join me in adding stewardship to your spiritual discipline? 

—Diana Strange, Stewardship Committee 

Boston Children’s Chorus   Saturday, April 9th at 2 pm 

Boston Children’s Chorus’ Spring Concert is part of a week of musical and community events featuring María 
Guinand, BCC’s inaugural conductor-in-residence. The concert will include BCC’s Premier Choir, Young Men’s 
Ensemble and Concert Choir. Diving into the rich musical tradition of Latin America, the BCC will perform 
works from Ms. Guinand’s home country of Venezuela as well as works from Argentina, Brazil, and more. 
Admission $10; $20 for a family of four, available online or at the door. Visit www.bostonchildrenschorus.org. 

Boston Classical Guitar Festival   Saturday, April 16th from 10 am - 5 pm 

The Boston Classical Guitar Festival presents Festival 21, celebrating 21st century classical guitar. Festival Pass 
$60 general admission; $50 seniors; $35 students. Visit www.bostonguitar.org. 

Berklee College of Music Concerts   Wednesdays in April � Free admission 

An Evening of Chamber Music: Wednesday, April 6 at 7 pm. A special evening of chamber music will be 
performed by celebrated artists the Esterhazy Quartet, pianist George Lopez, and, from New York City, Lunatics 
at Large. Included on the program will be the Boston premiere of “Unwritten” by Mohammed Fairouz, a work 
which chronicles the death of Socrates, and the world premiere of “From the Temple of Dendera: Twelve Etudes 
for Piano Inspired by the Egyptian Zodiac” by Andrew List. 

Kalistos Chamber Orchestra: Wednesday, April 13 at 7 pm. Forged from the fires of musical passion, Kalistos 
emerged on the Boston scene to beat its heart in harmonic motion. Coalescing from many nations and 
backgrounds, the members bring fresh insight to traditional repertoire and a keen glance at the cutting edge.  

Student Composers Club: Wednesday, April 27 at 7 pm. An evening of original chamber music written by Berklee 
Student Composers. 



The Splendor of the 
Symphonic Organ 

The 1921 E.M. Skinner Organ of  
Old South Church in Boston, Copley Square 

Romanticism & Exoticism 

Works by Creston, Franck, Howells, Mussorgsky, Puccini, 
Rachimaninov, Rimsky-Korsakov, and Wyton 

 
 

Harry Lyn Huff and  
George Sargeant, organ 

 
Sam Ou, cello 

 

Sunday, April 10, 2011 
2:00 pm 

*This is the final opportunity to hear the organ in concert  
before it is removed for restoration of the church’s East Wall. 

Free Admission 



As we make our way through Lent, the question is always there—whether we acknowledge its presence or not—
who are we? As people of faith we can give all the right answers: a child of God; a disciple of Christ; one who 
bears the image of God; and on and on. All good answers, these. But Lent is a time when we should push further: 
who are we in the deep down places of our lives when the tough choices need to be made? 
 
James Kugel, who taught religion at Harvard University for many years, speaks of a time in his life when, after 
being diagnosed with cancer, he was confronted by his ‘essential self.’ He suggests (In the Valley of the Shadow: On 
the Foundations of Religious Belief. Free Press, 2011) that there were moments when all of the background noises of 
life ceased and he was a solitary entity alone in a vast cosmos. The noises of infinite time stretching out before 
you with all of its possibilities, along with the cacophony of things that occupy us daily, all went silent. There he 
was, naked as it were, “one little person, sitting in the late summer sun with only a few things left to do.” 
 
I believe Jesus had such an experience in the wilderness, the experience we deem as the rationale for Lent. He 
knew all of the right answers, as do we, as to identity: a child of God, and on and on. Indeed, he was raised in a 
Jewish home with the prayers and biblical affirmations that were so dear to his people. But the wilderness was 
something different. Deep down inside, when all of the background noises were gone: the crowds attending his 
Baptism; the excitement generated by being known as a rising young Galilean preacher; the adulation of John the 
Baptist—the question is still there, ‘who are you, Jesus?’ 
 
It is not just an affirmation of his ministry. He had that at his Baptism and it would unfold even more in the weeks 
ahead as he engaged in that ministry. Rather it is what I have been referring to as ‘a deep down question’—who 
are you, really?—a testing of those time-worn answers we all give so easily. He was tempted: turn stones into 
bread and demonstrate magical powers; assume power by questionable means and then you can do good; be a 
showman and throw yourself down from a mountain and gather a crowd (Luke 4:1-13). These things all worked 
in the first century and they certainly still work in the 21st century. Do whatever you need to do to get ahead and 
to further your own goals. 
 
If you really want to press the imagery, Jesus had a ‘terminal illness’ that would give him just three years with 
execution at the end. If you teach and preach and live like he did, you are lucky to get three years! Professor Kugel 
was given 2-5 years. While the two are so very different, the question still remains—how will you live out the 
days of your life; the ones that are before you? 
 
The circumstances of our lives certainly do not need to be as dramatic as were those of Jesus or Professor Kugel. I 
certainly hope not. But temptations abound and the question as to who we really are is still there. Jesus answered 
it for himself: no cheap tricks to advance the message of the Kingdom of God or to enhance his reputation. Holy 
Week was the capstone of that resolve. Professor Kugel has answered it in his commitment to do what is right 
before God in his remaining years (he has now lived seven years beyond his initial diagnosis). 
 
Lent is a time for such questions. What does it mean to live out (or in) the Kingdom of God in our time when 
there are so many ways to fudge the answer? Will we live with integrity, courage and joy? Will we live into 
actions that will care for the marginalized, the refugee, and the immigrant? Will our voices be heard in protesting 
the further destruction of the earth? All of these things may cost us financially as well as in other ways. Inner 
journey. Deep down places. Lent. Jesus. You. Me. The stakes are high. ‘Come, follow me’ has consequences. 
Indeed it does.  
 
March 2011 

On the Road: An Inward Journey 
 
A Lenten Reflection by Donald A. Wells,  
Theologian in Residence 
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HEARD IT at COUNCIL   March 8, 2011 
Council began a full evening by reflecting on the coming Lenten Season. Moderator Vard Johnson encouraged 
each Council member to say a few words about his or her hopes for Lent. Nancy followed this tender conversation 
with a prayer to help us prepare for Lent and she offered her thanksgiving for the life of an Old South friend, the 
Reverend Peter Gomes, who passed away on February 28. 

Council approved several action items during this meeting. Paul Kuenstner, Chair of the Operations Committee, 
introduced a motion to hire an outside professional company to assess areas where renovations are needed within 
the church building. This motion was approved. In other news, the Health Department has approved the 
temporary use of Old South’s facilities for the Women’s Lunch Place (WLP). The WLP will cover the minimal 
costs needed to renovate the kitchen to meet Health Department standards. Council unanimously approved the 
motion for Old South to host the Women’s Lunch Place this summer. Council voted to approve a search 
committee to hire a permanent Executive Assistant Minister, a part-time position eligible for ordination. The 
Search Committee consists of all Council Members-at-Large, and two Deacons, and is chaired by Senior Deacon 
Candace Kosturko. 

Much of the Council meeting was spent discussing the next steps for actualizing Old South’s Vision for the 21st 
Century. Debby Kuenstner, Chair of the Vision Working Group, introduced charters for three new 
implementation groups. These vision implementation groups revolve around the following themes: 1) Sanctuary 
in the City, 2) Christians in Formation, and 3) Faith at the Crossroads. Each of these groups will work with 
relevant standing committees to support the fulfillment of the Vision. Council will consider these charters more 
carefully over the coming month, and will consider their approval in April. 

Nancy reported on superb financial news for Old South. By the end of the week, the MBTA is expected to provide 
the church with a check to cover what is needed to make the building whole again. Nancy offered some impressive 
data about congregational pledging. Congregational support is now projected to cover 51.3% of Old South’s 
yearly total budget; a dramatic increase from the 36% offered by the Congregation in 2006. Nancy said that if 
financial generosity is a marker of spiritual maturity, than Old South is growing in spiritual maturity by the year. 

Council wrapped up a full evening with a prayer for Old South’s Vision and a joyful “Amen!” 

TRANSITIONS E-mail submissions to Administrator Amy Perry at amy@oldsouth.org 

OSC Preschool teacher Leslie Caputo and her husband Paul Murphy recently adopted two boys, Thomas Vitaly, 
age 9, and John Ruslan, age 8, from Odessa, Ukraine. Congratulations Leslie and Paul! 

Max Kaiserman, owner and operator of the newsstand on Old South’s corner of Boylston and Dartmouth Streets 
from 1928 - 2001, passed away on Tuesday, March 1 at the age of 97. Ever the good friend, Max requested that 
donations in his memory go to Old South Church. 

OSC friends Wendy Cadge and Deborah Elliot welcomed son Nate Louis on Friday, March 18, weighing 6 lbs., 
12 oz. Congratulations Wendy and Deborah! 

Former OSC Assistant Minister Marcus Walker passed away on Friday, March 11 at the age of 53 of metastatic 
melanoma. Marcus founded Theater at Old South and the church’s first gay and lesbian fellowship group. A 
memorial service was held at Old South on Sunday, March 27 in addition to a service held in his hometown of 
Tacoma, WA on March 20. 

Congratulations to Sumner Gubisch who has just earned his “God and Family” boy scout award, whose process 
helps the participant explore one’s faith and ways that faith can strengthen family. The process involved a 7-week 
study with an adult mentor, Sumner’s grandmother, Eileen Sharpe, a frequent visitor to Old South. 
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