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Encountering our city... living our

FAITH AT THE CROSSROADS of the world
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Samuel Adams, a member of Old South Church, once commented that “what the
world requires of Christians is that they should continue to be Christians.” Here
at Old South our Vision for the 215t Century calls upon us to deepen how we
understand our Christian faith and witness by actively exploring “the
intersections between science and religion, church and state, mind and body,
history and the present.” To that end, the FAITH AT THE CROSSROADS Task Force
presents two initiatives in January aimed at getting Old Southers out and into
our city—both to be Christians and to further shape how this congregation
understands what it means to be Christian. Both will be led by our Theologian in
Action, Rev. June Cooper.

In partnership with the Christian Service and Outreach Committee, we will once again join the Martin Luther King
Day of Service and Learning sponsored by City Mission Society, an organization that Old South Church helped found
and has partnered with since 1816. Old South’s fifth year of participation in this event will be augmented with new
programming; read about it on page 5.

Then, in mid-January, Rev. Cooper will launch an exciting new program at Old South Church—
The Urban Body of Christ. This program will engage participants in studying biblical depictions
of the city, undertaking pilgrimages to places of suffering, reflecting on the opportunities for
reconciliation and transformation, and the doing of peace and justice ministries in the city of
Boston. As June reflects, “The God of our faith is expansive, mysterious, and sometimes
confounding, beyond our complete understanding — but also inviting. Our work is designed to
engage the congregation in asking real questions about the ways that God is moving in the city
and enliven our response to God and our neighbors.” The Urban Body of Christ kicks off on
Wednesday, January 25 with a four-week interactive course, “The City in Scripture”, that studies Rev-June Cooper
what the Bible says about the city and takes participants out into Boston to see how it applies. The second leg of the
program, “Five Theological Foundations for Engaging Injustice in the City”, will commence after Easter. This, too,
will include visits to various sites in Boston.

Rev. Cooper plans to enroll a core group of six people who will commit to participating in the entire 2012 Urban Body
of Christ program. These six will be trained in how to teach and lead future iterations of the program. Each
component of the program also will have up to six additional spaces for people who want to do a particular segment,
but cannot commit to the full program. If you are interested in participating in all or a particular segment of the
Urban Body of Christ program, contact Brent Damrow, Executive Assistant Minister, at brent@oldsouth.org.
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WORSHIP

JAZZ Worship: Thursdays at 6 pm eclectic & bathed in candlelight

The familiar Gordon Chapel becomes as mysterious and beckoning as the Gothic cathedrals it emulates, and the old story of
our faith is made new through intimate, eclectic, full-body worship. The Willie Sordillo Trio, Interim Minister for
Discipleship Ron Buford, and the Holy Spirit are your guides as you move through a rhythm of music, silence, and spoken
word that will freshen the faith of longtime Christians and invite new ones to deeper discipleship.

FIRST Worship: Sundays at 9 am informal & vibrant
Scripture, song, communion, inspirational preaching, reflective prayer, and a pick-up choir that will lift your spirit—if that
sounds like your cup of cocoa, come join us in the intimacy and Gothic beauty of Gordon Chapel. Childcare is available!

FESTIVAL Worship: Sundays at 11 am grand & expressive

HEALING Worship: Sunday, January 8t at 10 am in the Children’s Chapel
All are welcome to this time of prayer and reflection as we “practice the presence of God” and seek healing and hope.

Festival Worship, Sundays af 11 am in the Sanctuary

January 1+ First Sunday after Christmas (10 am) Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching
ASL Interpreter

January 8" Rev. Quinn Caldwell’s Last Sunday Associate Minister Quinn G. Caldwell preaching

January 15" Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday  Interim Mainister for Discipleship Ron Buford preaching
ASL Interpreter

January 22~ Third Sunday after Epiphany Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching

The Sacrament of Baptism

January 29 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Senior Minister Nancy S. Taylor preaching
Wedding: Julie Wollman and Dan King

Introducing Interim Associate Minister John M. Edgerton

On December 13, the Church Council accepted with enthusiasm the unanimous recommendation
of the Interim Associate Minister Review Committee—Nick Carter (chair), Bill Adams, David
Becker, Brigitte Fletcher, Erin Hull, Vard Johnson, and Jake Maliel—to hire John M. Edgerton to
serve as our Interim Associate Minister.

A 2009 graduate of the University of Chicago Divinity School, John recently completed a two-year
pastoral residency with the 1800-member Plymouth Congregational Church (UCC) in
Minneapolis. His preaching, intellect and presence embody a maturity well beyond his years. He
has also taught adult education, tended to pastoral care, and participated in mission trips to Sierra
Leone. We know that the unique gifts of Quinn Caldwell cannot be replaced, but John is himself remarkably
gifted and we are confident he will provide the sustaining excellence our church needs during the transition to
new and permanent leadership.

In John’s own words: “I love to be a part of worship. Singing and breaking bread and reflecting on scripture, these
are the rhythms of the church that remind me that I am part of something greater than myself. The clatter of
coftee-cups, the strong press of a handshake, the shining eyes of someone holding back tears, these are like a great
heartbeat that both sends people out into the world and draws them back into community week after week.”

John begins January 9%; his wife, Heather, will join him later in January or in February.
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GEN ERO S ITY Pamela Holland on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

I love the music at Old South Church. I especially love singing hymns; they stay with me for days. I often find
myself humming a phrase or singing one song as I go about my work. It is one of the wonderful ways Old South
Church remains with me all week long. Even though I am far away in body I can mentally bring myself back to
the sanctuary by closing my eyes and listening to the music in my head. It is as though I am still in church,
surrounded by the fellowship of those around me, feeling the presence of God.

MUsSIC

Hammond Performing Arts Series Sunday, Jan 29%, 5 pm

Hammond Residential Real Estate is pleased to present a chamber music recital as part of their 2011/2012
Performing Arts Series, featuring Sarita Kwok, violin, and Lucas Wong, piano. Free admission; reservations are
requested. Call (617) 587-4622. Reserved seats will be held until 10 minutes before the concert time.

LLEARN

Bible Study Sundays, 10 am

Prepare to experience worship more deeply by studying and reflecting on the preaching text(s) for the day. Led
by Field Education Intern Shawn Fiedler.

Theological Book Group Mondays beginning Jan 2", 6 pm

Out of Babylon by Walter Brueggemann: UCC prophet and Bible scholar Walter Brueggemann takes us on an
exploration of the center of the ancient world—cosmopolitan, educated, powerful, materialistic, and corrupt—and
invites us to make the natural comparisons to modern America. How is a modern Christian to live faithfully in the
center of Babylon?

Invitation to the New Testament Thursdays beginning Jan 19%, 7 - 9 pm

Who is Jesus and what is his significance for our lives? In this 8-week study, we will examine how the New
Testament writers and the early Christian community wrestled with the coming of Jesus—his life, actions,
mission, death, and resurrection—and the implications of his arrival for their lives and their communities of faith.
This program encourages active discussion and spiritual reflection. Must be able to commit to 6 out of 8 weeks.
Facilitated by Mark Schueppert and Bob Kosturko. To participate, e-mail mschueppert@jri.org.

CONNECTIONS Class  Saturday, January 28", 10 am and Monday, January 50", 6 pm

For those interested in church membership, this three-hour class invites you to explore Christianity, the United
Church of Christ (our denomination), and Old South’s rich history, programs, small groups, and service
opportunities, and to consider your own place at Old South. You need only attend one of the two sessions. RSVP
to Interim Minister for Discipleship Ron Buford at ron@oldsouth.org. For those who join, new members will be
welcomed during JAZZ Worship on February 9% and during FIRST and FESTIVAL Worship on February 12t.
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MEET Small Group Minwstry e beyond at Old South

For up-to-date information on all of Old South Church’s gatherings, visit oldsouth.org.

Reg 1onal Potlucks 4it members and friends of Old South Church are invited no matter where you live! Please
bring food for six people and a beverage. RSVP to receive directions.

South of Boston Potluck

Sunday, Jan 8% 5 - 8 pm, Quincy

Join us at the home of Bill and Marilyn Adams in
Quincy. RSVP to marilynjacksonadams@gmail.com.

West of Boston Potluck
Sunday, Feb 5", 6 pm, Newton

Join us at the home of Dick and Elinor Yeo in Newton.

RSVP to rwyea@comcast.net.

Building Friendships with Faith

Young Adults Group Epiphany Party
Saturday, Jan 7%, 53 - 6 pm

Bring a Christmas gift that you would like to re-gift
for a Recycled-gifts Swap, a monetary donation for
charity, and an appetizer. RSVP to
catherine@oldsouth.org.

Faith on Tap
Tuesday, Jan 17% 6:50 pm, McGreevys Pub

OSC member Colin Pape will lead the discussion.
E-mail aegroupp@yahoo.com.

Sunday Fellowship Fare

Old South Knitters

Sunday, Jan 29, 10 am

The Old South Knitters gather together on the last
Sunday of every month to practice the art of creating
Prayer Shawls. The rest of the month the group meets
informally during Early Caté in the Gordon Chapel.
E-mail diane.raymond1600@gmail.com.

Regional Fellowship Hour

North of Boston Potluck
Friday, Jan 15", 6:50 pm, Melrose

Join us at the home of Evan and Annamarie Shu in
Melrose for a “Three Kings Party’—a king and queen
will be crowned on the basis of who finds a bean in their
king cake. Guests are invited to entertain the royalty
with a joke, story, poem, favorite Bible passage, song, or
whatever you choose in honor of Epiphany. RSVP to
northotboston@oldsouth.org.

Retired and Ready
Wednesday, Jan 25%, 11:50 am

We will meet for lunch at Bangkok City, 167 Mass
Ave, and then walk down the street to the First Church
of Christ, Scientist, for a 12:45 pm organ recital. The
afternoon will include a 1 pm tour of the church
followed by a 20-minute tour of the Mapparium.
Optional tour of library and exhibit rooms afterwards.
RSVP to dukeofearl45@comcast.net.

January Birthdays
Sunday, Jan 29", 12:15 pm

Join members and friends for Old South’s monthly
celebration of birthdays during Fellowship Hour. We
will celebrate all those who are January-born with
candles, cake and song. All are invited to join in the
festivities.

Twice a year, a different region or neighborhood is invited to a special fellowship hour following Festival
Worship concurrent with our traditional Fellowship Hour. There you will meet others who live near you and
explore existing and potential small groups that exist in your area. Visit oldsouth.org/regional-fellowship.
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Wellness Groups & Classes

Mindful & Compassionate Parenting Class

Sundays, Jan 15" - Feb 12", 1:15 - 2:50 pm

Join Parent Educator Tracy Rich as you with other
parents explore mindfulness and ways that it can
enhance and nurture your parenting journey. $60 per
person, $100 per couple. Financial aid available. Free
childcare available at the church. To sign up, e-mail
amyecoe@gmail.com or churchschool@oldsouth.org.
Visit compassionateparents.com.

Wills Clinic
Sunday, Jan 29, 10 am and 12:15 pm

If you're like 70% of Americans, you will die without a
will, costing your family, your loved ones and your
estate. You don’t need to be rich or old to have a will.
Everyone should have one. With a will you can create
a legacy, become a philanthropist, and minister to
your family by making crucial decisions now. RSVP
to reception@oldsouth.org.

Mood Disorders Support Group 2012 dates TBA

A peer led support group offering a safe, secure and confidential setting for those who struggle with mood

disorders. Contact Janice at (617) 236-0265.

SERVE

Lunch Prep for Ecclesia Ministries  Saturday, Jan 7%, 1:50 pm

Help prepare 150 sandwiches, and other lunch food, at Old South for an Ecclesia Ministries common cathedral
outdoor worship service. We are also recruiting volunteers to help serve that lunch on Sunday, January 8t on the
Boston Common, 12 - 2:45 pm. To volunteer, e-mail lucygarnet@aol.com.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and Learning
Saturday, January 19", 9:15 am - 12:50 pm (work site) ¢ 1 -5 pm (United Parish tn Brookline)
Reflection Lunch, Sunday, January 15% following Festival Worship

Help make this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and Learning bigger and
better. Organized by City Mission Society, an OSC partner organization, volunteer
participants honor Dr. King’s work by spending a day “on” in the community This year we
will be serving at the Russell Elementary School in Dorchester. We then converge on the
United Parish in Brookline for lunch and a celebration with music and worship.

For the first time, we will follow the Day of Service with a luncheon at Old South Church
on Sunday, January 15t%. All participants are encouraged to take part in this time of
reflection hosted by Rev. June Cooper, Executive Director of City Mission Society and our
Theologian in Action. Together we will share our experiences from the previous day and

discuss how they relate to and inform how we think about our faith.

Old South Church will make a contribution to CMS for each participant, so there is no contribution required of
our volunteers. Help do God’s work, live out your Faith at the Crossroads, and keep Old South’s participation in
this event growing! To sign up by January 8t%, e-mail lucygarnet@aol.com. For general details, visit
cmsboston.org.
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S ERVE continued

LGBT & Friends Service nght Monday, Jan 25, 5 - 8 pm

LGBTF will serve a sit-down dinner at the Boston Living Center, New England’s largest community and
resource center for people living with HIV/AIDS. Volunteers will eat dinner before their shift from 5:30 -
5:50 pm and then serve a meal and clean up for the BLC community. To volunteer, email shawn@oldsouth.org.

Sunday’s Bread Sunday, Jan 29%, 12:50 - 4 pm on Beacon Hill

Help feed the hungry on the last Sunday of each month at the Church of St. John the Evangelist, 35 Bowdoin
Street on Beacon Hill. We work alongside volunteers from other churches, synagogues, and service groups. Dress
in comfortable clothes and shoes. To volunteer, email sundaysbread@yahoo.com by Wednesday, January 25.

OSC Grants Program

Did you know that Old South Church contributes over $100,000 each year to local service organizations and
mission efforts around the globe? The largest component of our giving is the annual grants program
administered by the Christian Service and Outreach Committee. Old South made grants of between $1,000 and
$5,000 to each of these organizations in 2011:

Amirah House amirahboston.org

Blue Mountain Project bluemountainproject.org
Boston Living Center [livingcenter.org

Boston Seafarer’s Friend seafarersfriend.org

Caribbean U-Turn Ministries

Casa Myrna Vazquez casamyrna.org

City Mission Society of Boston cmsboston.org
Dorchester Bay Economic Development Corp. dbedc.org
Ecclesia Ministries ecclesia-ministries.org

Elizabeth Stone House elizabethstonehouse.org

Feed the Hungry San Miguel feedthehungrysma.org

Fourth Presbyterian Church
Summer Meals Program <thboston.org

Friday Night Supper Program fiidaynightsupper.org
FriendshipWorks fw4elders.org

Habitat for Humanity Greater Boston /abitatboston.org
Hale Barnard Corporation halebarnard.org

Hearth hearth-home.org

Literacy Volunteers of Massachusetts [vm.org

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless:
Faith In Action Together mahomeless.org

Refugee Immigration Ministry r-i-m.net
Saturday’s/Sunday’s Bread satsunbread.org
St. Francis House stfrancishouse.org
Women’s Lunch Place womenslunchplace.org
Women of Means womenofineans.org

YMCA Training, Inc. tramninginc.org

In truth, the biggest single part of our giving is YOU! Your ideas over the years have produced this list of grant
recipients, and are still welcomed in order to keep it evolving. Your annual giving combines with others’ to give
us the power to have a real impact on each of these organizations of which we can be proud—and on which we
can build. We hope you will also hear the call when we sponsor volunteer and collection efforts on behalf of these
organizations and others throughout the year. Thank you for your support of Old South Church, of these
organizations, and of our Service and Outreach ministries!




On the Road from the East: The Magt

A Reflection for Epiphany
Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence

The old stories, familiar because we have heard them many times over, still have much to teach us. Alas, however,
because of their very familiarity we can often miss what they have to say.

The journey of the Magi, those enigmatic, shadowy figures ‘from the East, briefly occupying our attention at
Christmas (mentioned only in Matthew 2:1-19), and providing inspiration for several carols, is a case in point. These
Magi, whether they were philosophers, astronomers, astrologers or simply curiosity seekers—we do not know—
tollowed a star that shone brightly in the sky; a star portending great things.

No one can vouch for the historicity of stories like these. Written some 75-85 years after the birth of Jesus, there were
no eyewitnesses to verify this journey. But truth does not lie in historical fact alone. Truth is broader, often more
complex, and sometimes filled with great surprise. It’s often encased in metaphor, in myth, in tales that excite the heart
and compel the mind. In our scientific age, truth can often be a causality of the facts.

We really have no idea as to the motivating factors that led to the creation of this particular story. Various scenarios
present themselves. The authors had seen Jesus reach out to those beyond their own religious community so they
wanted ‘outsiders’, as it were, part of the story from the beginning. Or, the early Christian movement, facing tensions
with the Roman Empire whose ruler was called ‘Lord” and ‘King’, wanted to be sure Jesus was seen, from the very
beginning, as one who inaugurated a different kind of kingdom; a kingdom of inclusion, compassion and justice. So
‘wise men’ came to pay homage to a different kind of king. Or perhaps it was the notion of journey — that to follow this
Jesus you needed to embark on a journey following a star, if you will; a journey that the disciples were slowly
beginning to understand. Journey?

Jesus beckoned James and John to leave their fishing nets and follow. The Samaritan woman walked to a well and it
changed her life. After Zachaeus had lunch with Jesus, his journey began with making restitution to all those he had
swindled. Mathew left his tax booth and signed on while Mary, Martha’s sister, began her journey listening carefully
to his teachings.

Indeed, journeys come in all shapes and sizes depending on where we are and the next steps we need to take on our
path of discipleship. Christine Rodgers” poem, Song on the Feast of the Epiphany, says it well.

Be bold set out where
ltke the keeping God is.
Mag. the star And if
Do not n your an angel
tarry, VISION. warns you
settling It will lead in a dream
into you not to
your comfort, to the place return
but rather you are by the old
most way,
in need of, please
the place l1sten.

To be out of our comfort zone? Not to go back to old and more familiar ways? To set out in a new direction? To take a
risk that God is in the vision? To be led to a place where we need to be but don’t know it? Journey. Magi. You. Me. A
Vision. Come with me?
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The December Council meeting began on a tender note as members expressed their warm
wishes for departing Associate Minister Quinn Caldwell through poetry, Bible passages,
songs, and quotes from literature. Council members read to Quinn pieces by Billy Collins,
Maya Angelou, Wendell Berry, Tolkien, and passages from Genesis and Jeremiah.

The discussion then turned to the hiring of an Interim Associate Minister. Search
Committee chair Nick Carter presented Council with a glowing report on candidate John
Edgerton. John comes to us from a two-year pastoral residency program at the Plymouth
Congregational Church in Minneapolis. Nick described the Search Committee’s meeting
with John as “magical;” it was a challenge to identify potential areas of weakness. John’s
many strengths include preaching and pastoral care. The Senior Pastor from Plymouth Congregational reports
that the congregation misses John terribly since his residency ended. Given this report, it did not take Council
long to unanimously approve the motion to hire John as Old South’s Interim Associate Minister. (see page 2)

The Leadership Committee is already looking ahead to the hiring of a permanent Associate Minister and Minister
for Discipleship. Karen Hand, who will serve as chair of the Search Committee to fill both of these positions, put
out a call for nominations of committee members. She has already received many thoughtful nominations, and the
Leadership Committee will present a proposed slate of members at the next Council meeting

In other news, Stewardship Chair Kurt Gaertner expressed his gratitude to the Old South Congregation for their
financial support. He noted that the median pledge amount has been climbing over the past few years. The
Stewardship Committee expects additional pledges to come in by January 15t

As the meeting drew to a close, Nancy presented words of extravagant praise and thanksgiving for Quinn’s
ministry. She wrote: “You are a fabulous and fair colleague, a thoughtfully prepared minister, and a riveting
preacher.” After hearing these words, Council sang Quinn a song from Roy Rogers: “Happy Trails to You.”

T RAN S I T I O N S E-mail submussions to amy@oldsouth.org

OSC member Ron Smith passed away on December 31 after a long struggle with several illnesses. A memorial
service was held at Old South Church on December 8th.

OSC Preschool Teacher Tyla Dandeneau and her husband Andre welcomed son Miles Richard, 19 inches long,
on December 4t weighing 6 1bs., 6 oz.

OSC member Dr. Julie Wollman has been selected as the 17® President of Edinboro University in Northwestern
Pennsylvania. Julie will assume her duties in June, leaving her current position as Vice President for Academic

Affairs of Wheelock College.

OSC member, Janet Murphy, with her husband Bob, are relocating after the holidays from Boston to Savannah,
Georgia. A nine-year member of Old South Church, Janet has served as an at-large member of Council, has
volunteered generously as an usher and reader, and was instrumental in writing the history of the Children’s
Chapel. Godspeed, Janet and Bob - Old South Church will always be your Boston church home!
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