
 

� 

December 2, 2018 
First Sunday of Advent 

11:00 AM 
 

Warning! To enter into the life of this people of God 
is to encounter God’s soul-challenging, life-changing, radicalizing love. 

Will you join us? Do you dare? 
 

GATHER 
 
PRELUDE           Today’s music from MESSIAH, 

G. F. Handel 
Accompagnato: 

Comfort ye; comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 

that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. 
  

The voice of  him that crieth in the wilderness; 
Prepare ye the way of  the Lord; 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
  

Air: 
Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, 

and ev'ry mountain and hill made low; 
the crooked straight and the rough places plain. 

*  Indicates all who are able may stand 
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 *HYMN 112      Keep Awake, Be Always Ready                  WACHET AUF 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 11                   Robert Higgins and Jovani Colon 
One: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
Many: The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
One:    the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
Many: The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
One: the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
Many: The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
One: They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
Many: for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
One:  In the spirit of the prophet Isaiah, in the spirit of Hope,  
  we light the first Advent candle. 

  
*LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE: Hope. 
 
*A SIGN OF OUR UNITY AND RECONCILIATION           
  

We invite you to greet those around you,  
wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.” 

  
WORDS OF WELCOME                                                              Donald A. Wells                          
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CHORUS               Handel 
And the glory of  the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together: 
for the mouth of  the Lord hath spoken it. 

 
During the Choral Anthem, children may leave for choir or care. 

 

LISTEN 
 
SERMON                                            Hope                       Nancy S. Taylor 
 
*HYMN 108                          Isaiah the Prophet                      JUDAS AND MARY 

                                   
*CALL TO PRAYER                                                                   John M. Edgerton 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts. 
Many: Christ is our peace, our light, and our hope. 
One: Let us pray. You may be seated 
  

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYER 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
  

RESPOND 
 
CALL TO THE OFFERING 

  
In thanksgiving to God and giving witness to generous hearts, 

our financial gifts support ministries of mercy, justice, and beauty. 
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OFFERTORY                                                                                               Handel 
Air and Chorus: 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, 
get thee up into the high mountain. 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, 
lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 

say unto the cities of  Judah, behold your God! 
 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of  the Lord is risen upon thee. 

  

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
  
INVITATION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION       Nancy S.  Taylor  
  
SHARING THE MEAL 
  

The Bread. Our communion table is open to all. Communion will be served in the pews.            
The bread will be served first. Please wait until all have been served.  

We will partake of it together, symbolizing our unity and community as God’s people.  
Gluten-free crackers are available on each paten. 

 
             “Pifa” (Sinfonia pastorale)                                   Handel
             

The Cup. When served the cup, please partake of it immediately, symbolizing our solitariness                                          
as we each standalone before our God. The cups contain non-alcoholic grape juice.  

  
Air (Duet): 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd;  
and He shall gather the lambs with His arm,  

and carry them in His bosom,  
and gently lead those that are with young.   

  
Come unto Him, all ye that labor,  

come unto Him that are heavy laden,  
and He will give you rest. 

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him, 
 for He is meek and lowly of heart,  

and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     
 
*HYMN 116                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           VENI EMMANUEL 

verses 1-4 only 
                
*BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION                      Nancy S. Taylor 

 
POSTLUDE:                     Toccata on VENI EMMANUEL           Andrew Carter
        

 ��������� 
  

Close-Up, a 20-minute tour of the Sanctuary, begins following worship at the front of the Sanctuary.  
Led by docent Liz Morgan. 

  
Robert and Jovani, today’s Advent Candle lighters, are members of the church.                    

Robert assists with the Christmas gift drive for children in DCF                                             
and Jovani is in our Youth Group. 

 
Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of Clarence Dauber by his grandchildren, Pam 

and Ian Holland, and his great-grandchildren, Nolan and Aine Holland. 
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CALENDAR 
  

Sunday, December 2 9:00 am FIRST Worship, Nancy S. Taylor preaching 
 9:00 am Children’s Choir 
 9:45 am Old South Café in Gordon Chapel 
 10:00 am Lectionary Bible Study 
 10:00 am Choir Rehearsal  
 10:00 am Church School 
 10:00 am Community Hour 
  Advent: Welcoming the Child into the World 
 11:00 am FESTIVAL Worship, Nancy S. Taylor preaching 
 11:15 am Children’s Music 
 12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 12:30 pm 350th Anniversary Committee and Task Forces 
 12:30 pm Advent Poetry Festival 
 12:30 pm Queer Brunch 
 1:30 pm O.W.L. Program  
 2:00 pm John Marttila Memorial Service 
 4:00 pm Community Chanukah Celebration  
  at Central Reform Temple 
  
Monday, December 3 4:30 pm Leadership Committee  
 6:00 pm Theological Book Group 
 6:00 pm Finance Committee 
 7:00 pm Christian Service and Outreach 
   
Tuesday, December 4 6:00 pm Old South Ringers Rehearsal 
 6:30 pm Stewardship Committee 
 7:00 pm Christian Formation 
    
Wednesday, December 5 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch Hour Small Group 
 6:00 pm Young Adult Small Group 
  – “The Beatitudes” 
 6:45 pm Young Adult Small Group 
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Thursday, December 6 12:00 pm Women’s Lunch Hour Small Group 
 6:00 pm JAZZ Worship, John M. Edgerton preaching 
 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm “Through the Bible” Study 
 7:00 pm Young Adult Book Group  
  – “The Sin of Certainty” 
 7:00 pm Young Adult Open Small Group 
 8:00 pm Women’s Christianity  
  and Civic Life Small Group 
 
Friday, December 7 12:30 pm Planned Giving Committee 
 
Saturday, December 8 9:00 am Gift Boxes for the Homeless 
    
Sunday, December 9 9:00 am FIRST Worship, Christmas Pageant 
 9:45 am Old South Café in Gordon Chapel 
 10:00 am HEALING Worship 
 10:00 am Lectionary Bible Study 
 10:00 am Choir Rehearsal  
 10:00 am Church School 
 10:00 am Community Hour 
  A Child is Born:  
  Welcoming the Christ Child at Home 
 11:00 am FESTIVAL Worship, John M. Edgerton preaching 
 12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 
 12:30 pm Connections Lunch 
 12:30 pm 350th Faith in Action Task Force 
 12:30 pm Gospel Choir Rehearsal 
 1:30 pm O.W.L. Program  
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A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE 
Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation carved 
into the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all who seek to 
know God. 
Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each individual is a child of God, 
and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members, seeking with others of every race, 
ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
and gender expression to journey together toward the promised realm of God. 
We invite everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling community through 
participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship, rites and sacraments of 
this church. 
As we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit ourselves to making justice and inclusivity a 
reality in this congregation and in the world.  On the threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the healing, 
unconditional nature of God’s love and grace to be our help and guide. 

OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON 
MINISTERS, OFFICERS, AND STAFF 

 
Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister 

John M. Edgerton, Associate Minister� 
James W. Crawford, Senior Minister Emeritus 

Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Music  
Kate Nintcheu, Director, Children & Family Ministries 

Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence�v June R. Cooper, Theologian in the City 
Calvin Genzel, Wedding Outreach Minister v Ken Orth, Healing Worship Minister 

Martha Schick, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Leader v Betsy Wooster, Seminarian 
Carolyn Davis, Director, Old South Preschool  

George Sargeant, Associate Organist & Choirmaster 
Tim Harbold, Director, Gospel Choir�v Willie Sordillo, Director, Jazz Worship Music  
Peter Coulombe, Director, Old South Ringers v�Amy Budka, Children’s Music Leader  

 

Deb Washington, Moderator v Rob Gabler, Clerk v�Bill Bulkeley, Treasurer  
Randy Billings, Chair, Board of Trustees� 

Stephanie LaShoto & Ralph Watson, Senior Deacons�v�Vicki Newman, Pledge Secretary 
 

Helen McCrady, Sr Church Administrator v�Jamie Garuti, Communications Administrator 
Linda Van Praet, Accounting & Human Resources�v�David Albaugh, Building Manager 

Allison Albaugh, Wedding Coordinator v�Emily Ross, Archivist 
Rebeccca Bowler & Lena Rojas, Administrative Assistants 

Elias Perez, Senior Sexton v�Ozo Nwodo, Oppong Serebour, & David Brode, Sextons 
Corey Spence, Rubia Reyes, &  Carrie Swayne-Gerrish, Receptionists 

 










