March 27th, 2022

Fourth Sunday
in Lent
Warning! To enter into the life of this people of God is to encounter God’s soul-challenging,
life-changing, radicalizing love. Will you join us? Do you dare?

GATHER
PRELUDE

O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig, BWV 618

J. S. Bach

*HYMN 43

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

BEECHER

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We are met in the presence of God—
Many: And we do not meet alone.
One: With the angels in highest heaven,
Many: We gather to worship God.
One: With the saints of every age,
Many: We gather to worship God.
* Indicates all who are able may stand

Shawn M. Fiedler

One: With the church throughout the world,
Many: We gather to worship God.
One: O God, make our hearts places of peace:
Many: Sew in our souls true love for you and for one another.
One: Root deeply within us friendship and unity, concord and reverence:
Many: That we may grant to one another peace,
and receive it beautifully.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ.”
*RESPONSE

Gathered in God’s Name
Solo: Gathered in God’s name ‘round the living Word.
Gathered as one family in the name of love.

WORDS OF WELCOME
ANTHEM

Dona Nobis Pacem
THE OLD SOUTH RINGERS
Peter Coulombe, director

Kevin McChesney

ATTEND
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
*HYMN 449

Softly and Tenderly
Verses 1, 2, and 4 only

SOFTLY AND TENDERLY

During the hymn, children who wish to may meet childcare staff
in the back of the sanctuary and proceed to the 3rd floor.
SERMON

EMBRACING
Nancy S Taylor
See insert for Rembrandt’s “Return of the Prodigal Son”

SCRIPTURE
*HYMN

Luke 15:11b-24

Jack Millard

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
See insert

ST. HELENA

*CALL TO PRAYER
Katherine A. Schofield
One: God be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One: We lift our eyes to the hills—from where will our help come?
Many: Our help is from God, who made heaven and earth.
One: Let us pray. Please be seated.
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER RESPONSE

No More
a Stranger or a Guest

David Ashley White, arr.

My Shepherd will supply my need, Jehovah is his name;
In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back, when I forsake his ways;
And leads me, for his mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death thy presence is my stay;
One word of Thy supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes, doth still my table spread;
My cup with blessings overflows, thine oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may thy house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
No more a stranger, nor a guest, but like a child at home.
(Though often ascribed masculine or feminine pronouns in prose and poetry,
God is unbound by human concepts of gender.)

RESPOND
CALL TO THE OFFERING

jessica young chang

To give via ApplePay, GooglePay,
or with a Credit Card,
scan the QR code with your smartphone camera.
You can also Text 44-321 and enter
OSC to make a gift.

OFFERTORY

Amazing Grace

Jay Rouse, arr.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a sinful wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; I once was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and by God’s grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear, the very hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares we have by faith already come:
‘Tis grace that brought us safe thus far, and grace will surely lead us home.
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound!
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun!
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN 459

Come, O Fount of Every Blessing

*BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION

NETTLETON

Nancy S Taylor

TAYLOR TRAILERS:
Kate Rogers Kennedy & Amelia Edson-Nugent
CELEBRATING NANCY’S MINISTRY
POSTLUDE

Fanfare
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens

Join us for Refreshments & Fellowship
in the Gordon Chapel following the Postlude.
Close-Up, a twenty minute tour of the Sanctuary,
begins following Worship at the front of the Sanctuary.
Led by docent David Story.
The flowers today are given
in loving memory of her mom, Emmy Lou Stark
by Betsy Roberts.
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC
J.S. Bach's O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig (Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless) comes from Das
Orgelbüchlein (A Little Organ Book), a set of 45 brief chorale preludes meant as
instruction pieces for beginner organists and likely composed while he was in
prison. In 1717, he wished to leave the service of his royal employer, the Duke of
Weimar, in order to accept a similar position in the court of the Prince of AnhaltCöthen. The Duke was none too pleased about this, and when Bach pressed the
issue, the Duke had Bach imprisoned for a month before agreeing to let him go. The
chorale is a Lutheran paraphrase of the "Agnus Dei" from the Roman Catholic
Communion liturgy. The melody appears as a canon of the fifth between alto and
bass while the soprano and tenor counterpoint features Bach's appogiatura-based
"sighing" motif.
—George Sargeant, Associate Organist and Choirmaster
David Ashley White composed his setting of “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
for the Mississippi Conference on Church Music and Liturgy. Generally, hymns and
anthems take as their title the first line of the text, so it is interesting and revealing
the White has titled the piece “No More a Stranger or a Guest,” a reference to the
last line of the poem. White’s title changes the emphasis from one of expectation to
effect, and in this context, heightens its transcendent aspect, since the “home” to
which the author refers later in the line is the heavenly one. A sense of peace and
tranquility pervade the setting, which sets overlapping melodic entries against a
wandering solo obligato. In the hypnotic central section, the accompanying handbells

alternate warm harmonies beneath statements from the choir. Dr. White is C. W.
Moores, Jr. Endowed Professor of Music in the Moores School of Music at the
University of Houston and Composer-in-Residence at Houston’s Palmer Memorial
Episcopal Church. White, a seventh-generation Texan, earned degrees from the
University of Houston and the University of Texas at Austin.

Eschewing the familiar melody until the conclusion, composer Jay Rouse instead
pairs John Newton’s familiar poetry with the English melody O Waly Waly (variously
known as “The Water is Wide,” or “The Gift of Love”, etc.) in the setting of
“Amazing Grace” featured during this morning’s offertory. The long-drawn phrases
are richly harmonized, with suspensions and passing tones which heighten the
music’s sensuousness. Beginning in a contemplative, atmospheric vein, it
nevertheless culminates with a thundering final verse that brings a touch of
Tchaikovsky to the piano’s suddenly concerto-style accompaniment.
—Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Musit
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
TODAY’S CALENDAR
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
1:15 p.m.

Childcare 3rd flr (available through 12:30 p.m.)
FIRST Worship
Coffee Hour in Gordon Chapel
Community Hour: The Forum, 2nd flr
Festival Choir Rehearsal
Drop-In Bible Study, 4th flr
Youth Group
Church School
FESTIVAL Worship
Coffee Hour in Gordon Chapel
O.W.L. Program (offsite)
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

WELCOME TO OLD SOUTH CHURCH

For LARGE print bulletins or children’s bulletins, please ask an Usher.
The Chapel has full audio of the service if you need to stretch your legs.
Restrooms are available. Just ask!
An accessible, single-use restroom is available near Reception.

Welcome to Old South Church in Boston. We are a progressive Christian church first
gathered in 1669. The Church played a significant role in early American history. Today,
Old South Church continues to outfit itself for mission and ministry in the 21st century
as a thriving church in the heart of Boston.
Name tags facilitate community and help newcomers feel welcomed. If you don’t see a
tag with your name on it, let us know–there will be one waiting for your next Sunday!
If you are interested in deepening your participation, or if you just love Old South, it’s
time to think about membership. Contact Interim Associate Minister Katherine
Schofield at katherine@oldsouth.org

HEARING ASSISTANCE

Our hearing loop works directly with devices equipped with a “T-Coil.” The sound is
best if you sit further inside the pews, away from the aisles. The loop does not work in
the upper galleries. If you would like to borrow a device paired with our system, please
ask an usher.

GARAGE PARKING VALIDATIONS

We have arrangements for discounted parking with two nearby garages for Old South
Church worship or church business (excluding weddings and concerts). For more
information check out www.oldsouth.org/your-first-visit or see the front desk.

LEARN MORE

Check out the church website at www.oldsouth.org/calendar for a calendar of events,
and the general website www.oldsouth.org for more on the history and other
information about this storied ship of faith!
CCLI #2802138 • CCS #12028 • OneLicense #A-700000

Our Holy Week services will be both in-person and streamed online.
PALM SUNDAY | APRIL 10th | 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
We mark Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem as our shouts of Hosanna fade to
the drama of the coming week.
MAUNDY THURSDAY Service of Tenebrae | APRIL 14th | 7:00 p.m.
This service of Tenebrae (Latin for Shadows) tells the story of Jesus’ last days. Led
by the Willie Sordillo Ensemble, we journey from the Communion Table to the
Cross as the light around us dims.
GOOD FRIDAY | APRIL 15th | 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
On the most somber day of the Christian year, we gather in prayer and song to
reflect on the last hours of Christ, and mourn the death that changed the world.
EASTER SUNDAY AND BLESSING OF THE ATHLETES
APRIL 17th | 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
The triumph of the Christian story of resurrection informs a service of worship that
is characterized by joyous celebration. Trumpet and organ, voice and timpani
combine to bring us to the empty tomb, to peer inside, to see it is empty, to give
God wild thanksgiving for the hope of everlasting life. This year's Easter service
coincides with our Marathon Sunday service, for double the celebration and
grandeur.

OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON MINISTERS, OFFICERS, & STAFF
Nancy S. Taylor, Senior Minister v James W. Crawford, Senior Minister Emeritus
Katherine A. Schofield, Interim Associate Minister v Shawn M. Fiedler, Acting Associate Minister
Donald A. Wells, Theologian in Residence v June R. Cooper, Theologian in the City
Howard Cha-Young Kim, Pastoral Resident v jessica young chang, Seminarian
David Story, Wedding Minister v Ken Orth, Healing Worship Minister
Mitchell Crawford, Minister of Music
George Sargeant, Associate Organist & Choirmaster
Tim Harbold, Director, Gospel Choir v Willie Sordillo, Director, Jazz Worship Music
Peter Coulombe, Director, Old South Ringers
Kate Nintcheu, Director, Children & Family Ministries
Martha Schick, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Leader
Summer Marsh, Director, Old South Preschool
Helen McCrady, Senior Church Administrator v John Braught, Director of Operations
Jamie Garuti, Multimedia Director v Linda Van Praet, Accounting & Human Resources
Alex Pickering, Administrative Assistant v Emily Ross, Archivist
Ralph Watson, Snowden Partnership Coordinator v Karen Hand, Wedding Coordinator
Rémy Hatfield-Gardner and William Wei, Livestream Production Assistants
Elias Perez, Senior Sexton v Ozo Nwodo, Richard Serebour, and David Brode, Sextons
Corey Spence, Weekday Receptionist
Shirley Bivins, Shelia Randolph, and George Sargeant, Evening & Weekend Receptionists
Phil Stern, Moderator v Rob Gabler, Clerk v Bill Bulkeley, Treasurer
Kristi Geary, Chair, Board of Trustees v Kate Silfen, Historian
Paul Brouillette & Susan Navia, Senior Deacons v Vicki Newman, Pledge Secretary
A NOTE ON THE INCLUSIVE DIMENSIONS OF GOD’S GRACE
Old South Church in Boston, in the name of its host, Jesus Christ, and in the spirit of Christ’s invitation
carved into the stone of this church’s portico, “Behold I Set Before You an Open Door,” welcomes all
who seek to know God. Following the One who we believe is Sovereign and Savior, we affirm that each
individual is a child of God, and recognize that we are called to be like one body with many members,
seeking with others of every race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, gender, marital status, physical or mental
ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression to journey together toward the
promised realm of God. We invite everyone to join in the common life and mission of our reconciling
community through participation and leadership in this congregation, and by fully sharing in the worship,
rites and sacraments of this church. As we all move forward with the work of this church, we commit
ourselves to making justice and inclusivity a reality in this congregation and in the world. On the
threshold of Christ’s open door, we rely upon the healing, unconditional nature of God’s love and grace
to be our help and guide.

Rembrandt’s Return of the Prodigal Son

The painting depicts the
son having returned home
in a wretched state from
travels in which he has
wasted his inheritance and
fallen into poverty and
despair. He kneels before
his father in repentance,
wishing for forgiveness.
His father receives him
with a tender gesture and
welcomes him
unreservedly.
Historian Kenneth Clark
claims it to be the greatest
picture ever painted.
Art historian H. W. Janson
writes it "may be
[Rembrandt's] most
moving painting. It is also
his quietest—a moment
stretching into eternity. “
Rembrandt scholar
Rosenberg calls the
painting "monumental",
writing: “it interprets the
Christian idea of mercy
with extraordinary
solemnity, as though this
were his spiritual testament
to the world. It represents
a symbol of homecoming,
of the darkness of human
existence illuminated by
tenderness, of weary and
sinful humankind taking
refuge in the shelter of
God's mercy.”

THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY
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